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SAVE THE DATE! 
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AND SUNDAY                          
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Dear Residents, 

Great News! You may recall from  
a prior newsletter that one of our 
police officers was called up to 
serve in the war. Well, that was 
about a year ago, and I am happy 
to report that Officer Craig Brown 
is safely stateside. Although he  
will be taking a few weeks off to  
be with his wife and family, we   
anticipate that he will be back in  
an Atlantis Police uniform within 
the next month. I certainly know 
that the residents and staff of the 
City of Atlantis will provide him  
with the warmest return and          
show of gratitude for his service. 
Welcome back, Officer Brown! 

It’s amazing what a little rain        
does. After making it back from         
a brief trip to Chicago, I recognized 
how dry the city looked. Even with 
the two available days of watering,         
the brown patches took residence 
in almost every yard I saw. This 
past week we experienced a        
deluge of rain that appears to  
have restored much of the green-
ery around us. However, let’s not 
forget  that we are still on the same          
restrictions and it appears as if        
this two-day watering allowance 
will stay with us for the fore-            
seeable future. 

 

 

 

With good news, there always is 
some bad, and this month, I would 
like to reference the Palm Beach 
Post article (5-30-08) that denotes 
a 7% average decrease in property 
values. As a result we have al-
ready begun taking steps to de-
velop a budget for next year that 
satisfies all the needs of the city 
with less dollars available. I can 
assure you that we will be  diligent 
in delivering the best outcome pos-
sible. No one likes tax increases, 
and the Council prides itself on a 
great history of controlling millage 
rate growth and thus avoiding a tax 
increase, but this year will be 
tough. Regardless,  our commit-
ment is to try to find a way. 

To all Atlantis Fathers, I hope that 
you have a fantastic Father’s Day. 
May you and your families be 
blessed with the opportunity to 
celebrate many many more. 

 

Serving Proudly, 

Mayor Manny Fernandez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY FATHER’S 

DAY! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON  CATHY HIGGINS, CITY COUNCIL MEMBER: 

One of our new City 
Council members brings 
a different perspective to 
the group—She’s a Mom 
with two young daugh-
ters. Cathy grew up in 
Lake Osborne, graduated 
from King’s Academy, 
and earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Ad-
ministration (with a major 
in marketing) from Florida 
Atlantic University. She’s 
a licensed realtor and a 
half-time teacher and Co-
Chair of the Dance De-

partment at Dreyfoos School of the Arts. 
 
Cathy married her childhood sweetheart.  She and 
Tim were neighbors in Lake Osborne, and dated 
through junior high and high school.  They went their 
separate ways in college, but got back together 
again after she graduated and Tim had started his 
business, East Coast Valet.  They moved to Atlantis 
about nine years ago and have two daughters—Sofia 
is 7, goes to King’s Academy and is into dancing and 
gymnastics.  Olivia is 4, will start junior kindergarten 
in the fall, and does gymnastics with her sister.  
Cathy’s extended family is nearby—both her mother 
and mother-in-law live in Atlantis, and her three older 
brothers are still in the area. 
 
What kind of work did you do before you went to 
Dreyfoos?  How does your management back-
ground link to dance?  My grandparents’ neighbors 
owned Thomas Dance Studio, and I started dancing 
when I was five years old.  I’ve studied ballet, tap, 
jazz and modern dance, and I began to teach danc-
ing at the Studio when I was in college.  After I 
graduated from FAU, I was a management intern in 
the Men’s Department at Burdines at the Gardens 
Mall, and then worked at Escada on Worth Avenue.  
After that, a parent of one of my former dance stu-
dents told me about a position at Dreyfoos; I taught 
an audition class and was hired in 1994.   
 
Considering your family, job and now your elec-
tion to City Council, it doesn’t sound like you 
have much spare time.  Do you have any hob-
bies?  What do you like to do on vacation?  I still 
do some dancing and would love to take more ball-
room classes with my husband. I play tennis occa-
sionally, and like to decorate-and redecorate!  I’m 
also putting aside some time for scrapbooking, so we 

have a record of Sofia and Olivia’s growing-up years.  
My family has been going to our vacation home in 
Cashiers, North Carolina, since I was a child.  The 
house was built in the 1970’s and is on a lake; we 
share it with my mother and brothers, and try to 
spend 2 to 4 weeks there every summer. We’re also 
―regulars‖ at Disneyworld—we’ve been there at least 
20 times since the girls were born! 
 
Why did you decide to run for City Council?  I 
have quite a few friends and acquaintances here in 
Atlantis—I belong to a women’s organization and a 
bunko group, and we talk a lot about living here and 
what we’d like to see to make it even better.  I 
thought I could represent the concerns of our resi-
dents who have young children and are looking for 
safety, security and recreational opportunities.  I 
wanted to bring diversity and a new perspective to 
the council. 
 
What do you see as future needs for our City?  
What are your top priorities?  I’d like to get more 
people involved, and promote more communication 
between our residents and City government.  I’d like 
to work towards making sure that citizens feel that 
they’re included in decision-making.  Our website 
(www.atlantisfla.org) has the agendas and minutes of 
Council meetings; I encourage everyone to take a 
look at it to see what’s happening and being talked 
about.  More people might want to take an active in-
terest in what’s going on.   
 
I also want to build on our security program.  For in-
stance, I’d like to find a way to increase the number 
of residents who have current car decals and have 
the security guards pay more attention to those stick-
ers when cars enter and leave our gates. And be-
cause the appearance of Atlantis is so important, we 
need to make sure that properties are well main-
tained and continue to beautify our city; I’d like to 
make the entrance at JFK Drive a bit more attractive.  
  
I also have a wish list to enhance our recreational 
facilities.  I’d like to see separate restrooms for men/
boys and women/girls at the Kintz Park Pavilion—
right now there’s only one. I’d like to redesign the 
building somewhat for functional, safety and aes-
thetic reasons, and provide a work-out room.  I’d like 
to install soft tennis courts, perhaps at the Military 
Trail entrance.  We’ve got great facilities for golf—I’d 
like to provide options for our residents who don’t 
play golf.  
 
           (Continued on Page 4) 

http://www.atlantisfla.org
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ATLANTIS CITY COUNCIL NEWS 

The meeting for the Local Planning Agency took place 

at 7:15 PM on May 21st. 

Recommended to Council by a 4-0 vote was Ordi-

nance No. 404, Amending Chapter 15, so as to create 

a New Definition of Residential Use. The rental of any 

single family residence, multiple family residence, 

residential unit or multiple family dwelling for any pe-

riod of time less than one month or more than three 

times per year will be considered a commercial use 

and illegal within the boundaries of Atlantis. 

The City Council meeting took place immediately fol-

lowing the Local Planning Agency Hearing.  

Ordinance No. 404—as above-mentioned, passed     

4-0 upon second and final reading. This Ordinance 

amends Chapter 15, Zoning to provide for a definition 

of residential use.  This proposed ordinance mirrors 

state law to allow a private residence to be rented no 

more than three times a year and for no less than  

one month at a time. This does not prevent home-

owner associations from imposing more stringent 

guidelines if so desired. 

Ordinance No. 405, Ordinance Amending Chapter 9, 

Licenses, Creating a New Section Titled Residential 

Rentals and to provide for an Increase in Business 

Tax Fees, passed 4-0 on first  reading. To be in com-

pliance, a yearly Business Tax Receipt must be pur-

chased for each unit (home) owned and rented. The 

Business Tax Receipt would be good for up to 3 

separate rentals of one home for one business year 

that runs from October thru September. This ordi-

nance  will also give Atlantis a 5% increase in all busi-

ness taxes as allowed by state law (every other year). 

For informational purposes, Atlantis already has in its  

zoning code that no more than 5 unrelated people  

can reside in one residential unit, if size allows.  Also 

this ordinance explains how complaints and violations 

are to be handled by the City Manager and how a 

Business Tax Receipt will be automatically revoked 

so as to prevent further rentals, if in violation. June 

18th will be the second and final reading. 

Ordinance No. 406, Amending Chapter 10.7 to Pro-

vide for Additional Investment Options for Police Pen-

sion Plan, also passed 4-0 on first reading. This up-

dates the language and makes us in compliance with 

Federal Tax Laws. Second/and final reading will also 

be on June 18th. 

Representative Shelley Vana thanked everyone for 

her time as our district representative; she will step 

down in November. She informed Council of the state 

budget cuts in regard to education and healthcare. 

Council voted 4-0 to accept the FRIMA Mediation set-

tlement of $97,500, plus attorney fees and costs for 

the Code Enforcement Leins on the 5 acres of land 

along Military Trail. 

Council also voted 4-0 to send an airport safety letter 

to the National Transportation Safety Board voicing 

concern over the helicopters and planes that cross 

over Atlantis from the Lantana Airport. 

Mr. Gene Baker, 88 years old, of 324 Fairway Court, 

was honored with a Proclamation of April 17, 2008 as 

―Gene Baker Day‖ in Atlantis, due to his many accom-

plishments and generosity toward others. 

It was approved 4-0 to allow City Attorney Trela White 

to represent both the Atlantis Golf Club and the City in 

regard to the County requesting  a 10 foot, two-year 

temporary construction easement along Golf Club 

property and the City fence on Congress Avenue as 

the County widens Congress Avenue.  There are 

many safety, security and  aesthetic issues involved 

with this temporary easement. The City and the Golf 

Club will work together to protect the common inter-

ests. 

To a round of applause, it was reported by City        

Manager Thornton that our Municipal Clerk, Joan 

Cannata-Fox, has been awarded the Certified Munici-

pal Clerk Designation. Congratulations Joan! This 

could not have happened to a nicer person. 

Councilwoman Cathy Higgins reported to council that 

she has been working with the City Manager and City 

Attorney to come up with a way for the guards at our 

entrances to make a better presentation of them-

selves by asking, ―May I Help You?‖ to all visitors. 

                                       William Mitchell                                                                  

  Official Minutes at www.atlantis.fla.org)                             
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Spotlight on Cathy Higgins (Continued): 
 
 
You’ve been on City Council for a couple of 
months.  Any surprises?  I’ve been very pleased 
that we’ve had ―standing room only‖ at the Council 
meetings.  And while I was looking forward to working 
with everybody, I’m finding that I’m really enjoying the 
contact I’ve had with neighbors, residents and city per-
sonnel.   
 
 
 

 
What do you think your biggest challenge will be?  
The biggest opportunity?  Certainly, the budget will 
dictate how much of my ―wish list‖–and those of other 
Council members—is possible in the short term.  Our 
goal right now is to maintain the level of service and 
security we’re accustomed to.  The opportunity we 
have is to come up with creative ideas and best solu-
tions to meet the other needs.  I think we all want At-
lantis to be a family community for all ages—clean, 
beautiful, safe and fun to live in. 
       -                  

                 Pat Matulis 

          POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS  by  CHIEF ROBERT MANGOLD 

 

  

Hurricane Season:  Federal, state, and county  
emergency management officials are emphasizing         
to all citizens that plan to remain in their homes in         
the event of a hurricane to be prepared to be self-
sufficient for up to seven days. Self-sufficiency 
means to have enough water, food, and medical        
supplies to last for that period of time. Federal,          
state, and local governments have discovered that 
they are not able to marshal their resources any     
faster than this. Depending on the severity of the       
disaster, or the number of disasters requiring         
emergency response, assistance may not be         
forthcoming before five to seven days due to an         
overtaxed emergency response system.  

The police department will continue to compile a list        
of those residents with special needs (medical          
problems) that will be staying in Atlantis throughout 
the hurricane season. The department wants to        
determine what services our residents with special 
needs may require in the event of a hurricane and, 
based on those needs, may find it necessary to            
recommend evacuation to individuals that may be          
at risk if they shelter in place.  Please contact          
Robin Ackerman at 965-1700 to provide us with          
your information.  

I highly recommend that all Atlantis Citizens visit the 
following websites for hurricane preparedness          
information, www.fema.gov/hazard/hurricane/
index.shtm, www.redcross.org., 
www.floridadisaster.org,  and                 
www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/
disaster_prevention.shtml,   

 

These websites provide all the information necessary 
to plan for any type of natural, or man-made disaster, 
whether in your home, school, work, or community, 
and the Red Cross site also includes pandemic flu 
information.                    

 

                       TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT                                   

            MAY 2008 

 

Total Enforcement:   257              Total Parking:      0 

Citations:                    12               Citations:             0 

 Written Warnings:    245            Written Warnings:  0 

 

                          CRIME STATISTICS                                               

            APRIL 2008 

 

Major Crimes                Residential     Commercial 

Burglary (Structure & Vehicle)               1                      1     

Theft (Grand & Petit)                          2                   3 

Vehicle Theft                                                            1 

http://www.fema.gov/hazard/hurricane/index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/hurricane/index.shtm
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.floridadisaster.org
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml
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JUNIOR GOLF CAMP                                                                                                                               

190 Atlantis Boulevard 

JUNIOR GOLF CAMP is open to all juniors between the ages of 7 and 15. 

Please feel free to make copies of this application and pass it along to friends. Simply fill out and return this 

application with the appropriate fee. 

$165.00 per Junior.  Cash or check payable to: Atlantis Country Club, 190 Atlantis Blvd., Atlantis, Fl 33462 

We look forward to a fun and rewarding summer of golf for all our junior golfers. 

JUNIOR GOLF CAMP SCHEDULE: Monday-Thursday June 9-12,  Monday-Thursday , June 16-19   9-11am 

Every Junior Receives: 

  14 hours of professional instruction                                                                                                                        

  Education on the rules and etiquette of golf                                                                                                        

  Participation gift                                                                                                                                           

  A fun two hours of miniature golf at Adventure Mini golf on the final day of camp. 

Professional Staff:  Todd Leckrone, Dan Larkin, Mamie Wierenga, Julie Kintz, Glenn Hamzy 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

JUNIOR GOLF CAMP APPLICATION  (Please Print Clearly) 

NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  ______________________________    Birth Date:  _______________________________ 

Do you have your own clubs?                  _______  Yes           _______ No 

Present Golfing Ability                _______ Beginner          _______ Intermediate 

As a participant in the Atlantis Junior Golf Program, my child agrees to abide by the rules and regulations        

established by the Club regarding the use of facilities, rules and etiquette. I and/or my minor child will hold 

Atlantis Country Club harmless from any and all liability while my child is participating in the Atlantis Junior 

Golf Camp. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________   

Participant          Date 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

Parent          Date 
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Atlantis Golf Club 

Junior Golf Camp 

July 28 to July 31, 2008 

Sponsored by: 

Otis and Donna Brown 

Hosted by: 

Jason Brown, PGA Head Professional 

Tommy Butcher, Assistant Professional 

Monday, July 28 –Wednesday, July 30 
2 – 4:00pm (rules, etiquette, and instruction) 

Thursday, July 31 
9:00am – noon (on course) 

Open to all children in the City of Atlantis 

age 6 – 16 please 

Call the Golf Shop at (561) 966-7626 to register by July 20, 2008 



The City News www.atlantisfla.org JUNE 2008 

PAGE 12 

Atlantis          Golf Club 
                              “The Private Club” 

27 Pristine Holes of Golf,  Tiff-Eagle Greens 

Ready- Golf Policy, no Tee Times Needed 

Full Practice Facilities w/ Brand New 1 acre Range Tee, 300+ yds. 
Driving area , Putting Green & Large Short Game Area 

Fine Dining as well as Bar/Grill Room 

Active Clubhouse & Many Social Activities 

Membership Categories to accommodate a variety of lifestyles 

We have special Introductory Rates, some of which do not require 
an initiation fee 

6 Month Summer Family Membership for only $1,100 includes 
unlimited golf 

Membership at AGC includes reciprocation at 4 other private 
clubs in Palm Beach County 

Call us for hosting your special events as well- Wedding receptions, 
parties, meetings, etc. 

 

With introductory Social Memberships starting at only $500,   
why not take advantage of having a premier Private Golf Club 
practically in your own backyard & join our family today!         
Looking forward to seeing you all here! 

Contact Teke Carson with questions 561-966-7602, or email at:  
tcarson@atlantisgolf.org. 
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WATER AND SEWER RATE ADJUSTMENT 

The Board of County Commissioners on behalf of Palm Beach County Utilities has voted to increase the wa-

ter rates 15%. This rate increase took effect May 1, 2008. Their rate impacts not only the gallonage charge 

but also the base charge. 

We do not yet know what, if any, increase Lake Worth Utilities will have for the sewer charges for 2008-2009. 

Over the past 3 years they have increased our disposal rate by $0.40 per 1000 gallons. We have passed 

$0.28 onto our customers to date. This matter will be heard at the Council meeting to be held  on June 18, 

2008 at 7:30pm 

Due to the increases the following rates are proposed for Atlantis:  

 WATER: 

  Base Charge per ERU Currently $9.00  Proposed $9.80 

              Per 1,000 gallon  Currently $1.55  Proposed $1.75 

 

 SEWER: 

  Base Charge per ERU Currently $9.80  Proposed $9.80 

  Per 1,000 gallon  Currently $2.71  Proposed $2.75 

Impact on utility bills will be: 

Consumption   0   Current Bill $37.60  Proposed $39.20                                                                   

     5                                              $58.90                                    $61.70                     

                10     $80.20    $84.20                                                                            

     15                                                   $101.50            $106.70 

   

WATERING RESTRICTIONS 

Residents in Atlantis may irrigate two days a week: 

For residents with an odd numbered address (ending in 1,3,5,7,9) lawn  watering is permitted on Wednesday 

and Saturday from 12am to 10am or from 4pm –11:59pm. No watering 10am-4pm. 

For residents with even numbered address (ending  in 0,2,4,6,8) lawn watering is permitted on Thursday and 

Sunday from 12am to 10am or from 4pm –11:59pm. No watering 10am-4pm. 

For more information call 800-662-8876 or visit www.sfwmd.gov/conserve 

 

SAVE THE DATE  —  APRIL 4, 2009 - ATLANTIS  50TH  CELEBRATION 

There is still time to be part of the planning committee. The next meeting is 

Monday, June 23, 2008 at 9AM in City Hall. Come and help us make the 50th 

celebration an event to remember for the next fifty years. 
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 GARBAGE: 

One of the amenities of Atlantis is backdoor gar-

bage service. The City pays a premium to pro-

vide this service to our residents. Underground 

containers are required by city code.  Pickup is: 

 MONDAY                  THURSDAY       

            Garbage                     Garbage                                    

 Yard Waste                 Recycling                       

 Bulk Items 

Only vegetation and bulk items should be placed 

at the curb for collection. Place recycle material 

in the black bins; place the black bin near the un-

derground cans by  7 AM Thursday.       

Separate newspapers and corrugated cardboard 

into one container. Glass, plastic and  aluminum 

cans are to be commingled in the  second            

container.  Put your recycling outside of your  

garbage can by 7 AM on collection days. 

Bulk and vegetation may be placed at the curb   

                 

              NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 

Our newsletter is always mailed within the first 

few days of the month, but we have no control 

over the delivery once it is at the Post Office. 

You can receive your newsletter by email. Just 

send an email to us at:  cityclerk@atlantisfla.org  

with the title ―Email My Newsletter‖. Don’t forget 

to include your name and Atlantis address. 

 

no earlier than 5 PM on Sunday for Monday 

pickup. 

If your items are missed, please call City Hall as           

soon as possible. The route supervisor is in the 

city on pick up days and the day after to insure 

that all the garbage, trash and recycling is picked 

up. 

Landscapers are required to haul the debris 

when they have finished their work. 

On the first Sunday of every month, residents are 

permitted to place vegetation and bulk items out 

at noon on Sunday for Monday morning pickup. 

Water based paint cans must be dried out com-

pletely before being thrown in the garbage. Re-

move the lid, add sand, cat litter or sawdust and 

leave uncovered. Aerosol spray cans can be 

sprayed until empty, then placed in the garbage. 

All hazardous waste is to be transported to a 

Solid Waste Authority facility. 

 

 

We will then add you to the list to receive the 

newsletter on the day it goes to the Post Office. If 

you no longer need a paper copy, please let us 

know that too. 

Additionally, our newsletter is always available 

on the web site at:  www.atlantisfla.org. 

                WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS 

Joseph & Elena Carlomusto, 157 Atlantis Blvd  #108   

Allan Gardner, 426 French Royale Circle                 

John & Ann Griffin, 300 JFK Drive, #107  

Dr. Frank & Zsuzsanna Jones, 385 Glenbrook Dr.   

Maria Teresa Schaeffer, 523 Pine Tree Court 

  

  Deaths: 

  Harvey Ely, 509 S. Country Club Drive 

  Margaret White, 401 S. Country Club Drive 
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Atlantis Summer Tennis and sports Camp 

8:30 am - Noon     Monday – friday 

Camp will be fun and exciting!  Learn and develop skills needed in tennis—forehand, backhand, serve, lob, 
volley, scoring, strategy,  grips, footwork, swing technique, court position, and some advanced skills. Each 
week will end with a competition on Fridays with pizza, soda and a prize.  Along with tennis, other activities 

include: arts and crafts, video games, board games,  movies,  water park, and learn-
ing other sports.   

Look forward to seeing you at Camp!                                                                                                                                                
Coach Anderson 

SHERWIN ANDERSON / TENNIS PROFESSIONAL                                     

Summer Tennis and Sports Camp at Kintz Park, 301 Glenbrook Drive  

Cost is $140.00 Per Week     Call 561-588-4557 with Questions 

 

Registration: 

 

__________________________________________       _____ Week 1 - 6/ 9/08  ____  Week 2 - 6/16 /08                  
Name of Camper       

          _____ Week 3 - 6 /23/08     ____   Week 4 - 6/30/08  

__________________________________________                                                                                                                              
Address        

          _____ Week 5 - 7/7/ 08              ____  Week 6 - 7/14/08  

__________________________________________                                                                                                                                
City, State, Zip 

            _____ Week 7 - 7/21/08               ____  Week 8 - 7/28/08  

__________________________________________                                                                                                                             
Phone numbers plus area code 

            _____  Week 9 - 8/4/08              ____  Week 10 - 8/11/08  

__________________________________________                                                                                                                             
Signature of Parent 

                         Weeks and Kids Total:      ________   
     

            Minus Discount:       ________              

      

     Total Due:                        _________                                                     

Camp starts June 9, 2008.  Cost is $140.00/week! 5% discount for multiple weeks ; 5% discount for families. 

Early drop off and late pick up available for an extra charge. 

Bring your racquet, water bottle, towel, change of clothes, sunscreen, and bag for your stuff. We provide 

balls, instruction, and fun! 
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